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COMPLIMENTARY

THE NUGGET 75TH
ANNIVERSARY SEASON

This is the first in a series of four
special sevenly-fifth anniversary
revival issues of The Nugget News,
which will serve as programs for
the Seventy-fifth Anniversary
Season. This first issue covers the
evenls leading up to the opening of
The Nugget in 1916, and follows
its history through the decade of
the twenties. Taken logether, these
fouspecial issues will chronicle
the entire seventy-five year history
of The Nugget and the Hanover
Improvement Society, related
developments in the Town aof
Hanover, and, indirectly, some of
the history and tradition of
Dartmouth College, We hope you
enjoy them,

Thomas E. Byrne

THE
ADVERTISEMENTS
IN THIS
NEWSLETTER ARE
FOR YOUR VIEWING
PLEASURE. THEY
ARE ORIGINAL ADS
FROM HANOVER
BUSINESSES THAT
WERE IN
EXISTENCE DURING
THE EARLY 1900S.

ANY REFERENCE
TO THE PRICES,
LIVING OR DEAD,
IS PURELY
COINCIDENTAL.

1916-1929

Until 1914, Germany, Russia, Italy,
the United Kingdom, and Australia each
produced more films than the United
States, In 1914, two years before The
Nugget opened its doors, the motion
picture industry in the U. 8. produced
more than 200 feature-length films, and
Bteppud out m front of the p.u:.k. The
Upper Valley and the Town of Hanover
werewellaware of the rapid dwelopment
of the film industry. According to Richard
Olson, Dartmouth ‘67, who wrote a
complete hislqzy of The Nugget for his
Erlgl'mh 84 class, “The Nuggﬂ: did nat
bring moviesto Hanover. It was not even
the first theater in the area, The first
movieswere travelogues brought to town
b_y Lyman H. Howe. Hccamennceayenr
to bring a "few Hickers,' yellow scenes of
far-off Burma mwhich peopleran around
like gazelles, the film was so bad, and
their faces looked as if they had a sort of
whitc-juund.icn."

The techniques of these E-Brly Mickers
were primitive, too. According to his-
torian Ralph N. Hill man articlein 2 1938
issue of The Dartmowth, "Breaks in the
[ilm or projector mechanism incessantly
ma.rrul:l what little film mnlinu'lty there
was, in which event Howe's assistant got
out the glue and np]icm:l the bilm, while
Howe himself further expostulated on
the customs of the people of Burma to
keep the audience from fidgeting.
Meanwhile, Arthur C. Barwood (who
was to become the manager of The
Nugget) was out back of the screen on
the Webster stage violently shaking a
piece of galvanized iron lung ina wooden
frame for the sound of a herd of animals
stampeding. This rumbling thunder, for
lack of coordination between film and
sound effect, continued well into the
following love scene.”

As early as 1914, spccirm plans to
establish a motion picture theater were
arnmounced in The Dartmouth (February
21, 1914). And, it was rzpurtud,, "several
attempts to give Dartmouth a per-
formance of this nature [had]
unsuccessfully [been] made in the past.”

According to The Dartmouth, "The
Hanover Amusement Company" was to
be formed by a group of students inder
the leadership of “resident manager”
M. R. Macdonald, Dartmouth '16. F. A.
Musgrove, prominent Main Sireet

merchant and state auditor, had agreed
to erect, a modern, up-to-date, and
comfortable theater that would present
“a class of show equalled only m the
modern moving picture theaters of our
large cities.”

In support of this effort, the fledgling
Amusement Company circulated a
petition among the faculty and students
of Dartmouth, and residents of Hanover.
The petition, reportedly signed by many,
was meant to show "the Hanover
authoritics the consensus of opinion
conoemingthnclasirnbﬂityofﬁavingsuch
a place of entertainment opened here.”

There iz no hard evidence of the
“several” earlier attempts to establish a
theater, but, considering the state of the
inclus‘lryauhcl‘.imc, weassume thatthose
efforts would not have been serious nor
likely to succeed prior to this first
pub]icized effort.

It is not surprising that the town
government soon became a kcy parti-
cipant in the effort to provide moving
pictures to Hanover citizens. Without
exp]uring the details, it is sufficient to
know that a licensing process was
developed, and each of those wishing to
procure a license was asked to develop a
formal business plan, responsive to
specific questions raised by the Precinct
Commissioners. Referencetothe Ol‘ig'i‘l‘ml
Hanover Amugement Company was not
EEEn nga.in in the press, a]lhougl'l the
Commissioners reported that there were
manyapplications. Bythe springof 1916,
there were only two surviving applicants
for the covetedlicense, namely F. W. and
F.F. Davison, a prominent businessman
and his son, and “The Petitioners,” a
group of twenty Dartmouth and
community residents who proposed to
run the theater to benefit the town.

In response to the questioning of the
Precinet Cammissioners, the Petilioners
submitted a voluminous and detailed plan,
Their proposal was to use the main floor
ofa pmpoaccl new precinet bui]ding for
their theater (2 500-seatauditorium). The
Petitioners also promised guaranteed
payments of rent in advanee to hc]p the
town [inance the new and much-needed
structure, A formula for sharing the
profits of the endeavor with the town was
proposed, and the Petitioners spuciﬁecl
thatmoneyearned beused for community
improvements. The Petitioners observed
that there was money to be made in this
endeavor, and that the opportunity for
the town to capitalize on it might never

arise again. They asked the Com-
missioners to seek public opinion on the
nubjcef. by r\efcrring it to a committee of
ten, who, through “intelligent discussion”
of all of the questions involved with
interested organizations, would be
prepared, at the next Precinct meeting,
to arrive at a "sane and public-minded
view as to the best interests of the
Precmet.”

Those who nigncd the origimal petiticm
were Harlow S. Pcrncm, F.A. Musg‘rcwe,
George D. Lord, Edgar H. Hunter, Frank
A. Updyke, Henry W. Shelton, Angelo
Tanzi, Lucien B. Downing, and J. L.
MecConaughy. Listed as others who
supported but had not signed the petition
were Charles D. Adams, Craven layconk,
F. H. Dixon, L. H. Dow, C. H. Dudley,
T. W. D. Worthen, and J. M. Poor.

F. W.and F. F. Davison, meanwhile,
submitted no response in writing, but
talked to the Commissioners d.ircd.ly, and
promised, among other things, that "the
theater would be built at once.”

THE DECISION

Precinct Commissioners Adna D.
Storrs, Arthur P. Fairfield, and Jerome
Chesley considered the two proposals,
Thnsalientpninha intheirformal response
were (1) 1.]'1(:_)!' considered the offer of the
Petitioners of a "division of profit” to be
of doubtful value; (2) the complex plan of
the Petitioners could involve a two-year
del ay; and (3) therent offered for the lirst
floor, Main Street space was nothing
more than could be obtained from many
alternative uses.

They considered the most persuasive
argument in favor of the Davisons to be
the promise of "definite and prompt
satisfaction of the demand of the
community for amotion picture theater,”
and, therefore, voted: “To grant a license
to F. W, and F. F. Davison for the
operation of a motion picture theater
under the general requirements which
have been heretofore proposed for the
regulation of a motion picture theater if
I;EE“EG Shﬂuld l)L‘ Ern“!ﬂd-" (Hﬂﬂﬂlﬁﬂr
Gazette, April 16, 1916)

LOCAL REACTION

The prospect of having a local motion
picture theater was greeted with en-
thusiasm and optimism by most m the
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mrmnunily,l]thoughlhere were the usual
aknpﬁm.

Most optimistic was the editor of The
Dartmouth, who felt “the thrill of an un-
usual optimism” in reaction to the pre-
mature announcement of The Hanover
Amusement Company. In his editorial of
February 21, 1914, he wrote that a local
theaterto provide amusement m Hanover
wouldmake "the dullness of the Hanover
winter lese dull,” and would not result in
“any resultant mtellectual degenerac_y on
the part of the student.” In his opinion, a
“few minutes spent in viewing a good reel
of modern pictures would lighten each
day of the seven to better advantage than
a waukl_y‘ trip to either Lebanon or the
Junection.” He predicted that the new
theater would furnich “the children of the
residents a natural and healthy place of
amusement, which is otherwiseabsolute ly
denied them.” He reassured his readers
that the “higher tastes"” of the community
would be served in every way, and
comfortedthosewhoplanned the venture,

The Hanover Inn — 1916.

by explaining that "Dartmouth has long
outgrown that spirit of vandalism which
would once have been a cause of fear to
such a project.”

In the debate before the Com-
missioners, which preceded the granting
of the lieense to Mr, Davison and son (as
reported in the Hanover Gazelte on April 3,
1916), Professor Updyke spoke to the
issue saying that in “nine out of ten
communities where such theaters were
located they were detrimental to the
town.”" He had been opposed to the
original concept, but now was supporting
the Petitioners, who would bring to the
town “movies of the right sort.”

Professor Holden opposed having a
theater in town altogether. First, he
thought Hanover didn’t have a sufficient
population to support one, considering
that the students were here only half the
time (they would be away onvacation for
thesummerand during breaks, he pomted
out, and would not attend during football
season). Il pictures were of "the right

. ELEVATOR
ELECTRIC LIGHTS AND
BATES
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ARTHUR P. FAIRFIELD
Manager
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sort,"” as proposed by Professor Updyke,
students would not attend; and, it was his
opinion that students would continue to
go to Lebanon (The Park Theater) or
“the Junction” (The Crown Theater) for
their movies, just ta get out of town.
Professor McConaughy talked about
the mitial failure of a theater at Bowdoin
College where the theater and its
maintenance had been a constant source
0ffr'id.iun|:u:tweenthe Howdoin students
and the theater management, the former
convinced that they were not getting their
money'sworth, indulging in considerable
rough-housing. According to Me-
Conaughy, when a cooperative group of
faculty and towns people built a new
concrete edifice and controlled the
selection of films, the theater was
successful and turned a profit.
Itwasclear that there was great interest
intown at the prospectof having atheater,
as well as some concern asto whether the
new venture would be an asget or a

liability.

THE DAVISONS AND “TEXAS BILL"
CUNNINGHAM

It was a great and fortuitous coin-
cidence that the man most responsible
for The Nugget's birth was also a writer
of the first order. Few institutions have
their formative years so well documented
as does The Nugget. The documentation
may be biased, and at times, fanciful, but
it is complete and entertaining!

Elijah  William Cunningham,
Dartmouth '18, was a football star from
Texas who was sent to Dartmouth by
some wealthy alumni. After college he
served for many years asa prize-winning
sports writer for The Boston Post and The
Baaton Herald.

Cunningham came to the campus in
1915 with room and board and his trip
East paid for by his wealthy Texas
sponsors, but otherwise quite broke. To
meet his tuition payments he tried a
number ofinba, inc]ucli‘ng nling‘ing hash
and playing the piano at local eateries.
But, for Bill, there was too much work
and not enough pay in those jobs.

Richard Olson describes the events
|Mdiﬂg up to Cunningham s eventual job
managing The Nugget:

“One day late in 1916 [Cun-
ningham] saw an article in Zke
Dartmouth to the effect that F, W,
Davisen, the local rich man, had
taken out a permit to build a garage
in the center of town. The idea was
that the garagcwuu]dattracl penp!e
who owned automobiles, which
were I'Jncuming inc.reaxirgly pop-
ular, to the Hanover Inn. However,
it had been rumored that Davison
had also been toying with the idea
of Enhblinhing a motion P;cturc
theater, but, being a shrewd, tight

Yankeetrade, hadgivenuptheidea
as being too risky. Cunningham,
who had worked ina movie theater
back in Dallas, Texas, i'tnml:clia.td_v
tore over to his office to try to
persuade him to reconsider his
decision. Cunningham deseribed
the episode thue:

“1 was down in the old gentle-
man's office within 15 minutes,
gett i:ns, incidmtally, aboutthe same
reception a burn getsat a bank. Mr.
Davison, a first cousin of the late
John D. Rockefeller [the “D” in
John D.'s name stood for “Davi-
gon,” spelled the same way without
the second "d"] was a typical
upcountry Yankee ofthe old school.
He was the town's Croesus, cold
and hard in matters of money, not
particularly liked by the other
townspeople who seemed either to
fear him or to be afraid of his great
wealth, and not exacllya aubject to
be spoken of fondly by some of the
college people because they figured
he'd skinned them years before in
the deal for a piece of property to
round out the college campus.

"He was a shrewd trader, avery
richman, nutwardlyal 40 quarts of
shaved ice...

“Tttack the better partof amonth
to get him sold on the movie idea,
and even then he wasn't sure. Of
course, if it failed, T told him he
couldstill use the place fora garage.
"Yes," he said, but that would mean
leveling off the floor which would
cost maybe a couple of hundred
dolars, and what would he do with
those 556 seats, the two projectors,
the screen and the piano?

"I finally offered to bind myself
out ta him in the good old New
Hampshire way to work out the
difference in his store or on his
farm, or, in fact, anywhere, in case
things didn't work.

“He hemmed and hawed and
calculated. He couldn't break
gruun:lanyhuw, until afterthe thaw,
I hungon him like a fever germ, and
although he wouldn't say no, he
wouldn't say yes.

""What I didn‘t know was that he
was really huaihling because what
he was really trying to do was find
a career of sorts for his only son. 1
didn't kmow then that he had a son.
But he did, an only son named
Frank, and Frank had been some-
thing of a problem. Born when his
parents were in later life, Frank had
been restless and probably spoiled
and undoubtedly hard to handle.
He hadn’t wanted to go to school.
None of his [ather's interests really
needed him, Finally he decided he'd
like to go West and become a
cowl:oy.
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“His father Lhought ma_yl:c that
would be the answer, so he bought
a ranch for him in Montana, and
Frank becarne a cowboy.

"He became so much of a
cowboy in fact that when he came
back to Hanover on visits, he
brought his pony and his full wild
west regalia with him, and he used
to astonish this quict New England
village and most of what was in it by
galloping full speed down the main
sireet in his sloppy hat and fuzzy
pants, skidding his pony right up
on the cement sidewall in front of
his father's store.

"'But the parents were growing
old and they wanted Frank home,
and the old gentleman was really
feeling around for something to
interest his restless son.

" Finally, and at what pain I never
knew, he decided upon the movie.

“Frank came home."

(Bill Cunningham in The Boston Post,
June 6, 1938)

Cunningham’s version of the episode
and his recollection of the Davison family
history is one side of the story which has

been rupealcd and embellished over the
years. On the occasion of the sixty-fifth
:‘n\hivtrsnr_y of The Nusgct, the Vn.[f&y
News contained an article that roman-
ticized Frank F. Davison's cowbaoy life
evenfurther. Bill Davison, F.F. Davison's
eom, attempted to counter the folk lore
that had evolved around the early life of
his father and The Nugget's beginnings.
His letter to the editor of the Valley Neww
explained that young Frank was 22, not
in hie thirties, when he returned to
Hanover; he was not a rancher nor a
prospector; he gained his talent as a
horsemnan in Hanover, and the “ranch” in
Montana was a two.room cabin that
served only as a vacation retreat.
Whatever the case, Bill Cunningham
signed on as manager and piano player
for the new enterprise. Young Frank
Davison, freshl_y returned from the wilds
of Montana, named it “The Nl.lgget.”

THE FIRST NUGGET

As the Davisons had promised,
construction of the new theater began
almost immediately after the granting of

The Nugget's First Advertisement — 1916.

F. W. Nuvison & Son
Qwners

thelicense. Thenew building waslocated
behind the Cﬂxque and Gauntlet Houau,
next to the old Howe Library (on the site
where the office of Banwell, White,
Arnold, Hemberger & Partners now
stands). When the Dartmouth Class of
1920 arrived for the beginning of their
freshman year in the fall of 1918, thi,'y
found the new theater in operation.
According to Bill Cunningham, the
building was austere, but practical. F, W.
Davison Sr., who was well aware of the
habits of the student body, vetoed the
plans of young Frank and Cunningham
for a luxurious theater in the style of big-
cityopera houses, and opted foran edifice
where “everything was nailed down."
The floor was concrete, the walls were
sheet metal, and the iron and wooden
seats were bolted to the lloor. There was
a small orchestra pit i the front of the
theater for the musicians who “played
the movie," and, of course, a small (12-
foot by 16-foot) screen. The original
capacity of the theater was 571. In the
small lobby was a ticket booth which,
according to Cunningham, slightly
resembled a fort, The press release
reprinted in the Hanmover Gazette of

THE NUGGET

Thursday, September 7, 1916, deseribed
the theater m more [lattering terms:
“The auditorium of the theater is
reached througha handsome lobby,
finishedingreen, bronze, and cream
color, the ticket office being
conveniently located near the
entrance... The walls and ceiling of
theauditorium are entirely of metal,
finished in cream ecolor, and the
walls supporting a line of radiators
on each side being broken at
intervals by pilasters of gold which
are prolongedin the ceilingas heavy
beams. Except for some wood used

in the finish the material of the

whole bui[ding ig brick, metal, and

concrete, thus ensuring absolute [ire
proteetion.”

The grand oplming of the new NHSEEI.
was on September 13, 1916, The film,
“An Alien," starring George Beban, was
greeted enthusiastically by the locals, as
was the theater itself. According to the
IHanover Gazette of September 14, "an
audience which taxed the capacity of the
theater m the evening [was] present o
witness the initial presentation. All were
pleased at the complete, handsome, and

E. W. Cunninghan
Manager

“The House of Quality”

Makes its Initial bow to Hanover audiences on Wednesday, September 13th

No expense of time or
muney has been spared in
the building of our theatre,
nor in the choice of our
pictures. We are bringing
to Hanover the same pict-
ures that are show in the
Targer New York and Bos-
ton theatres,

| S

With a Powerful Superfeature

“AN ALIEN

WITH.

GEORGE BEBAN

Produced by THomas H. Ince, Dean of Motagraphy.

greatest photoplay of the year.

Matinee Each Day at 3:30 P. M.

This production has been pronoonced the
It comes ta Hapover directly from the Astor Theatre, M. Y, Gity

We have contracied for
all the productions of the
three greaiest proaducing
companies in America

Paramount
Triangle
V.L.S.E.,ine.

Tan prinis from ssch compongy
WAl B scen an ahi ihesiie cach wiek

|

COMING SOON

Two Shows Each Evening

The first o
7:000'dock

We Stake These Programs Against Those of Any Other Theatre in the United States

MARY. PICKFORD in “Girl of Yesterday”
BLANCHE SWEET in “The Secret Sin”
BLANCHE RING in “The Yankee Girl”
MARGUERITE CLARK in “Still Waters”
GERALDINE FARRAR in “Carmen”

DUSTIN FARNUM in “The Iron Strain”
BESSIE BARRISCALE in “The Golden Claw”
WEBER & FIELD in “Best of Enemies”
MABEL NORMAND in “Stolen Magic"
FATTY ARBUCKLE in “Fickle Fatty’s Ball”

These are only a small portlon of the good things we have in store for Hanover peaple this Winter
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up-to-date quarters, and there were
numerous expressions of approval at the
excellent appointments. The pictures
were fine and could be easily seen from
all sections of the house. The music was
excellent. The piano, a new one of the
Merrill make, located in a pit with
concrete base in front of the stage, yields
splendid acoustic effects. E. W. Cun-
ningham and George Rand are pianists.
Quincy Crandalal [sic] runs the machine.
The success of the venture seems assured.”
In 1951, ontheaccasion of the opening
of the new Nugget, and the thirty-fifth
anniversary of the original theater, the
Hanover Gazetle of September 20 added
some perspective to those early days:

"The early descriptions of the
theater in the Hanover Gazetie differ
somewhat from the recollections of
those who patronized Hanover's
first theater. An article published
on September 20, 1916inthe Gazette
read as follows:

“The ventilation of the theater
has been carefully arranged. A
complete change of air every few
minutes is obtained by an elaborate
and ingenious system of inlets and
outlets in the walls and ceiling. The
heating is by steam and the lighting
is by electricity.’

"Thelightingwas "byelectricity”
and the heating was “by steam,”

“and, perhaps, the ventilating system
was"ingenious,”but here, fact gives
way tofancy. The air did not change

stuck outfromthe tin interior walls,

elanking and banging as the steam

whistled through them.

“But the movies were young and
who would let the radiators bother
hh’“ whﬁ“ nronm B“].‘_f' Wag on tl'l!
gcreen. Besides, wasnt Bill Cun-
ningham cluinghin best on the piano
to drown the sound of the steam
pipes?”

In these surroundings, the man-
agement initially scheduled three show-
ings a day including one matinee at 3:30
p.m., an early evening show at 7:00 p.m.,
and a final performance at 9:00 p.m.
Films in general were shown for only one
day, except inrare occurrences, generally
to an almost-full house. The price of ad-
mission “to most films” was 10 cents in

1916.

GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS

The good news was that The Nugget
was a great financial success, and it's
rumored that the investorsrecovered the
costof the buildingand banked 2 $17,000-
profit at the end of the first year of
npeﬂlﬁnn. The Nugget looked like a
"gold mine" at the time, nccurdi'ng 1o Bill
Cunningham, who, to his everlasting
regret, had settled for a $35-per-week
salary instead ofa 25-percentshare of the
busimess.

Cunningham described The Nugget
and its programs in those days in an

everyfewminutes, andthe radiators

article in the Boston Globe in September

Today’s Dartmouth Co-op — 1916.

1951, which commemorated the opening
of the theater at 67 South Mam Street:

“We ran a daily matinee, mostly
a dry run for whoever had nothing
bettertodo, but, from that afternoon
showword spread over the campus
as to whether the movie was good
orbad. Itdidn't seem to makemuch
difference. If the picture was bad,
the erowd came to hoot; if good, to
applaud. By common consent, the
“first show’ at night, which started
around 6:46, was ‘the student's
show’ at which anything went. The
last show' at 9, was for the towns-
people, faculty members, guests of
the Inn, and everybnﬂy esmrting a
lady. It was generally reasonably
dignified. That means the audience
was. The programs were always
the game.

“The students show wasthe darb.
It'sthe one all generations of alumni
remember. Everybody brought a
little bag of peanuts—mnot to eat,
but to throw. They sometimes rang
in jelly beans, and, occasionally,
even an apple. Entertainment until
screen time consisted of seeing how
many friends down front you could
ping on the head with a peanut.

“There was much yelling and
calling back and forth. Late comers
were razzed. Anybody wearing a
necktie, or a decent suit of clothes
was whistled at.

“When the picture began, the
whole audience generally started
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talking to it. Those were the days of

the silents, of course, but that con-

gregation was rarely eversilent. Ifa
horseandbuggy crossed the sereen,
the audience would yell “Whea!

‘Giddyap,’ and other things. 1f the

heroine's skirt chanced to slip up

hershank alittle, thcy'dye]l 'H i,ghtr,

Higher, Higher!11"in an organized

chant. If the villain sought cover

whilethe police scoured the vicinity
they'd yell 'Behind the treel’ or
wherever the hiding place was...”

Charles M, Dudley, Dartmouth '29,
was not only a Dartmouth student, but
grew up in Hanover, the son of Charles
M. Dudleyw}m ranalecal spbrtihggoudx
store. He recounts his experience as a
youngster in Hanover arriving late to a
film and having to make his way to the
front row to which the local teenagers
were relegated, A latecomer was tradi-
tionally pelted with peanuts, jelly beans,
and sometimes apples. Charlie remem-
bers being knocked almost unconscious
by a macintosh.

It was the jnb of Orton H. Hicks,
Dartmouth 21, and his white-hatted Pal-
aeopitus cohorts, members of the Green
Key Society, and the Sophomore Vigi-
lance Committee to maintain law and
order at the theater. Hicks sold tickets,
and served as a bouncer during the
theater's formative years. In a recent
interview, he told of recruiting Gus
Sonnenberg, the World Championship
wrestler, and other substantial football
linemen to help control the crowds. The
objective of the"contral "was to be certain
that everyone who came through the
door paid. Once they paid their money
and entered the concrete and tin audi-
torium, all bets were off, And, for the
student show at 6:30, it was a matter of
containment rather than contral. OF
course, the Freshman "Rush” was nor-
mally the biggest challenge of the year,
onethattested the strength and will of all.

In light of these experiences, those
earlypredictions that The Nugget's mov-
ies would be of “the right sort” and that
the theater would prove to be a “natural
and healthy place of amusement” for Han-
over children seemed overly optimistic.
Films of poor quality, or those charac-
terized by suggestive sexual content,
encouraged rowdy behavior, and often
angry eriticism by The Nugget's patrons.

One of the most notable instances,
which sorely tested Ort Hicks and his
band of enforcers, wasthe showmgofl the
“stearny” film, “Tiger Rose," starring the
voluptuous actress, Leonore Ulrich.
Unfortunately, the film was scheduled to
be shown at 6:30, in direct conflict with a
much-heralded appearance by the head
of the international YMCA at the weekly
Dartmouth Christian Association
smoker, The D.C.A. rightfully expected
an overflow crowd at Webster Hall for a
spiritually uplifting oration.
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Word had aprcad ACross CATHpPUS that
"Tiger Rose" wasa "red hot” production,
According to Cunningham:

“Thatnight, while the celebrated
speaker orated to empty benches
wussthecampun,wehndnrcgu]ar
riot on our hands. We hadto call the
police force—all one of it—string
ropes in the alley, and even then
they tore the doors down—that
means literally —and almost pushed
Frank Davison and his cashier’s
cage down to the middle of the
lobby.

“They wouldn't get out after the
first show. They wanted to see it
again. And those two shows were
perhaps the all-time high in that
type of entertamment.”

PANNING THE NUGGET

The theater management was thor-
oughly scolded by The Dartmouth the day
after"Tiger Rose.” Theeditors demanded
that "censors should be called into active

. GOMDMNE |

Credit: Bankhart '35

and effective service, while the manage-
ment of the theater should be given to
understand that the quality of its pro-
ductions must undergo a rapid and rising
change.”

This wasn't the first or last complaint
lodged agamst The Nugget management.
A lew months after the theater opene,
there was editorial comment in The Dart-
mouth related to the quality of the fare:

“The management. of The Nugget
Theater owes an apology and sev-
eral hundred twenty cent pieces to
Dartmouth undergraduates. The
picture exhibited Thursday after-
noonand evening advertisedlocally
as "Charlie’s Stormy Romance’ was
probably the weakest attempt to
entertain that nerve has ever dared
to try out on a group of college men.

It combined poor action and poor

photography with a missing plot,

and its sum total was soused in rank
vulgar'lt‘y.

“The picture was so unmistak-
ablymildcwed and musty that even
the company staging the piece
shamed at c]nimi'ng it as their own.

It was a nameless film of clips and

cutoults, pas’lad logelhnr to Pleue

the 'mountain town' audiences.

When an assembly such as filled

The N\lE‘B’Gt Theater 'l'huruday

choruses ‘rotten’ it is time the man-

agement sought honest wares. Not
all the students were born in Han-
over. Sumu hnve seen I'Eﬂ.l ﬁ'mg1

The Dartmouth suggests that The

Nugget Theater take the advice of

P. T. Barnum and ‘not try to make

the same crowd fall twice.’ Other-

wise, The Nugget may soon yield,
notgolden eagles, butabrass-yellow
mineral known as fool’s gold.”

A more light-l‘ma.rted commen-
tary was offered by a retum'mg
member of the Class of 1908 as
quoted in the Alumni Magazine:

“The Nugget Theater is just an
old time nickelodeon with its face
lifted. .. The best thing the boys do
at the movies concerns the M-G-M
lion... When the students roared in
unison, as the lion opened its jaws,
the effect was gaod, perhaps better
than had the work been none by a
lion."”

THE PEANUT GALLERY

1t is clear from all writings about the
early theater that peanuts played an
important role in the quality of The
Nuggel.pntmn'nnperienue.Thnpeanuu,
whichwere soon tobecomemissiles, came
from a stand in The Nugget Alley behind
the C & G House called "The Mint"
(perhaps because so much money was
made there). The peanut wagon was
tended by Joe Truman, the black

custodian of the Casque and Gauntlet
HDUHE-

The peanut-throwing tradition was
contrived by Bill Cunningham, according
to his recollection:

"After Wni.ul'li'ng some of the lads
taking peanuts into the movies, sev-
eral of us decided that there might
be a little extra rake-off to be had
that way, so Zack Jordan, Thomp-
som, captain of the track team and
World's and Olympic champion
hurdler at the time, got [Truman]
torig up [the] peanut and popeorn
stand...

“Business wasn't good and sowe
evolved an idea. A uuuple of nighm
before some original customer, try-
ing to get the attention of another,
had thrown a peanut across several
rows and flicked him on the ear.
That seemed to :undry other gen-
tlemen to be a good idea, so quite a
few peanuts were thrown with fair
marksmanship.

“As the manager, I ceased mas-
saging the horse teeth long enough
to clm:ry such una:emly conduet
and was promptly booed down...
The next night, we planl,ucl. a half
dozen brothers in various parts of
the audience, and as [ walked down
the middle aisle to erawl down into
the Pit where the Pinno was to start
the show, these gents simul-
taneously beaned me with peanuts.

"1 stopped, locked annoyed,
pretended not to know where they
came [rom, and eventually turned
around and went on, And —zing —
another barrage rattled offmyback,
Thistime [tumedaroundand asked
the audience if they couldn't be
Eenﬂe‘men. As soon as I turned

Credil: Jack-0-Lantern

around, at least 500 peanuts came
whizzing through the air. Thistime
I openly questioned the legitimacy
of the descent of everyone present
and offered to fight "em one at a
time. By the time I'd got down into
the pit, the peanuts were practically
FII“IIB it.

“Everything was still going all
right —in fact, the gents in the back
rows were running out to buy more
peanuts — but some dirty bum rang
an apple pie in on me. It struck the
Elringt onthe pinnulilu:a bombshell.

“But the seed had been sown. ..

"Peanut throwing became an
establiched rite and a standard
Dartmouth memory. Fortunately,
theyturnedthe heat offme, although
I siill got my share occasionally.
But everyone who came to the
movies brought a bag or two of
peanuts outside and the house filled

GiF You fon
Tive Canvs
“Trnrocr ?

Why not + start a e
tomato «~tand out-
the Movies” %
Peanuts~ dorlt « -
s7platter enough.

Credit: Jack-O-Lantern
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upfromtheback, Late comers going
down the aisles were bombarded
from all corners of the house, and
the front half of the audience had to
sit with their mackinaw collars
turned up over their ears until after

the picture started, A guy with a

new hair cut was always a shining

target. Freshmen took a regular
barrage especially if they had to
walk all the way down front. And it
was practically worth your eye to
turn around. You simply sat fast
until everyone was out of peanuts,

“After the show, we carefully
and painstakingly swept up the
ammunition, dusted it off, sacked it
up, and sold it again. A good tough
peanutwouldlast sometimes as long
as five or six weeks.”

(The Boston Past, June 5, 1938)

Not all of the patrons took kindly to
the peanut tradition, Inaneditorial in the
December 10, 1921, edition of The
Dartmouth, the writer claimed that "Pennul

thruwing... has... fallen further and

Olmmvnl

TN (==

| “The Aévse of ©

Credit: Jack-0-Lantern

further from grace.” Relerring to the
"boors” who participate n the tradition
as “Walter Johnson's of the cinema,” he
claimed that "they shoot hard, straight,
and often.” He feared that if the
upperclassmen did not demonstrate their
disgust for the tradition, “human life itsell
will be unsafe in our palace of the
celluloid.” The editor went on to blame
the behavior on the perpetrators’ desire
to be "collegiate,” compounded by the
failure of upperclassmen to act in
opposition to the practice. He called for
the mature members of the community to
"assert themselves emphatically in the
hunting grounds of the peanut thrower
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in the auditorium of the twenty-cent
wit.”

Bill Cunningham left The Nugget
and the “peanut gallery” behind and cut
short his Dartmouth career in 1919 to
fight m World War 1, but not before he
dl:velnped areputation asa fashionable
bon-vivant and a BMOC. He was
succeeded as manager by Arthur C.
Barwood (formerlymentioned assound-
effecte techmician for the Howe
Travelogues). Bill did return to graduate
and eontinued to work for Davison at
his old $35-per-week salary, according
to Richard Olson, “for old times sake,"

Despite its trials and tribulations, the
theater flourished as abusinessand grew
along with the movie industry, which
reached its peak in film production in
1921.

According to the 1951 review of
Nugget history in the Hanover Gazette,
“The movies were growing up quickly,
Chaplin did ‘Shoulder Arms’ in 1918;
Gloria Swanson and Bebe Daniells
starred in 1920 and Rudolph Valentino
Mickered on the Hanover sereen in “The
Four Horgemen of tl'u! AFucn]yPﬂe.'
Douglas Fairbanks and the young
Wallace Berry did'Robin Hood'in 1922,
and Ramon Navarro starred with Lewis
Stone in “The Prisoner of Zenda.™

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

While the industry grew and
lourished, there were dramaticchanges
in the management of The Nugget. In
the 1916 license-granting process
undertaken by the Precinct Com-
missioners, there had been two groups
vying for the license: Davison and son,
and "The Petitioners” who wished to
donate a portion of the profits toward
the betterment of the town. There were
20such petitioners in the original group,
which included reprenent.nliven of the
college faculty and administration, and
the businesses of Hanover.

As mu'ly as Februnry 19]7, mn the
very infancy of the Davison and Son
venture, The Dartmouth opined as follows:

“More than one cause for regret
has become apparent since [last

April’s decision] by the Precinct

Commissioners in regard to the

granting of a moving picture

license. The popularity and
resulting profit from the new
diversion have assumed such

dimensions that the fears of

Commissioners which were given

as an excuse for putting the license

in the hands of individuals rather

than corporate eontrol —and which

incidentally deprived the precinct
of a new public building—seems
patently ridiculous. Possibly
another time the commissioners will
realize what was so obvious to the
thinking of the signers of the rejected
petition last spring that the income

[rom a monopoly, the popularity of

which was predetermined by the

existing conditions in Hanover,
might much better be used by
municipal authorities than allowed

to augment the coffers of a private

individuals.”

Whether this view was held by any in
Hanover outside of the editorial staff of
The Dartmauth isnot knownat this writing,
but there were certainly concerns about
rowdy behavior, ete. And, from time to
time, the management's choice of films
was a concernbeth for the Commissioners
who had demandedthatthere be effective
censorship of the subject matter of films,
and for the college administration.

Whatever the case, Davison continued
to operate the theater as a monopoly
through 1922 when he offered his movie
franchise to the town for nothing.The
elder Davison was getting along in years
and had accumulated all of the fortune he
needed, Hehad beena goodcitizen of the
town over the years (despite the things
Mr. Cunningham said about his cool
personality, ete.). For example, well into
the twenties, Town Meetings were held
in the theater; the minutes of the meetings
annually document the thanks of the town
to the Davisons for their generosity. The
Hanover Gazeltereported that the Davisons
allowed the Women's Fortnightly Club
to use the theater for a dramatic pro-
duction with the understanding that the
profits would go toward improving the
sidewalks in town, With such evidence of
civie responsibility, it is probably most
appropriate and most fair to attribute his
gift of the franchise to the town an act of
altruism,

The Commissioners of the Precinet,
then Mesers. Storrs, Lewin, and Fairfield,
suddenly found themselves with amovie
franchise that l.hc_y were spuciﬁnnlly
prohibited from operatingunder the terms
aof the Town Charter. And so, for several
weeks they operated it as individuals.
The June 16, 1922, issue of the Hanover
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Gazette told of the change and explained
that “whatever profite that may accrue
will be preacnted to the 'I'rmury by the
Commissioners to be used in whatever
way the precinct may desire.” The paper
indicated that afier July 6, 1922, the
Commissioners would take over
operation of the theater. They added that
“this arrangement is probably without
precedent—at least in this part of the
country.”

THE HANOVER IMPROVEMENT
SOCIETY

The Commissioners were in the
awkward position of being personally
responsible for the theater, and its losses,
while any profits were to go the Precinct.
Unfortunately there is no Pul:vlic record
of the deliberations that led to the final
course of action, buton July 7, 1922, The
Hanover Improvement Socicty, Incor-
pnralud, was lormed to run The Nugget
Theater. (The huilding was rented from
the Davisons, and the theater was
Dpurah:d h_y The So«:;nty.)

As early as 1874, citizens of Hanover
had joi'nm:l together to form an Ormna-
mental Tree Association, which was
concerned with the pllnl.ing and care of
the shade and ornamental trees of the
Luwn._,ﬁ-&ch year the organization
collected dues from its many members
and uged the money to obtnin, Plant, n‘nd
maintain trees. By 1882 the organization
felt that it needed to broaden its activities
to encompass a wider range of civic im-
provements and to “promote the
prosperity of the town.” The "Village
Improvement Society” was formed on
May 21, 1882. This organization thrived
until 1902 when a chnnge in state law
increased the powers of the Precinct
Commissioners and broadened their

Jack-0-Lantern’s Interpretation:

scope so that the Village Improvement
Society felt it was no longer needed, and
voted to abolish itself.

This eriginal model must have been
fresh in the minds of the public in 1922,
for the Hanover Improvement Society ,
Inc., according toits 1922 charter, shared
many of the same objectivesas the original
Village Improvement Society. In fact,
the first Nugget ads that ran m the Hazover
Gazetle after the change of management
referred to the managing organization as
the “Hanover Village Improvement Soci-
ety,” and it wasn't until late August 1922
that the ads were corrected Lo be
consistent with the papers of incor-
poration. Itislikely thatthe Improvement
Society concept was reborn because it
was a model that had worked well in the
past, and there were many in the village
who remembered it. It is also likely that it
was alogical and prudent decision on the
partofthe Commissioners to protect them
as individuals from financial liability in
theunlikely eventthat The Nugget ceased
to be profitable.

Coincidentally, the Tmprovement
Saciety was composed of twentymembers
(just as “The Petitioners” before them
had bcun). Amang the charter members
of the Society were the former Nugget
owners, Frank W. and Frank F. Davison;
the Precinct Commissioners, Adna D.
Storrs, Arthur P. Fairfield, and Roland
A. Lewin; one of the oriﬂ'iml Eroup of
Petitioners, Edgar H. Hunter; the
President of Dartmouth College, Ernest
Martin Hopkins, and his Treasurer,
Halsey C. Edgerton; and 12 other
prominent citizens,

This Society, broadly representative
of the interesis of the former owners, the
town, Maimn Sireet businesses, and the
college, would operate and manage The
Nugget theater until the present day.

The Hanover Improvement Society witnesses a Nugget comedy.

LY

The Expanded Nuggel — 1927,

REFINING THE NUGGET

The Nugget continued to thrive asthe
only source of entertainment in town.
Underits new management, The Nugget
was modernized in 1927, The lobby was
enlarged, a columned portico was added,
and patrons were ableto enter the theater
from a West Wheelack Street entrance
rather than through the alley next to the

old Dartmouth Bookstore. The interior
wasredecorated, accordingtothe Hanover
Gazette, new “theater chairs” were
installed, and the seating capacity was
increased from 671 to 616.

The new management also displayed
sensitivity to the religious erganizations
in town, and encouraged and supported
aseries of Sunday evening services, which
were held weekly at the theater. In

Adna D. Storrs, Precinct Commissioner and President of the
Hanover Improvement Society from 1922 until 1949,
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addition to singing, apeeinl music, and &
short devotional service, there was also a
full program of imspirational films that
attracted a large and loyal audience. This
action not only brought a much-needed
andappreciated servicetothe community,
but forged a good relationship with forces
who had been eritical of The Nugget's
programming in the past.

THE “TALKIES"

The Hanover Gazette gave the following
overview of the movie industry m its
Sepu'mber 20, 1951, celebration of the
opening of the present Nugget:

“Just when the motion picture
industrybegan to take sel F-satisfied
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looks at itsell, to show that its
growing pains were gone, the
revolution came. Sound motion
pictures shoolk the pedestal from
under many an established silent
star and promoted others to enlist
the services of the eager veoice
teachers who descended upon

Hollywood.

“The first sound films were poor
and skeptics shouted flash in the
pan,’ but when Al Jolson did the
‘Jazz Simger’ in 1927, the "talkies’
were here to stay. Clara Bow was
the ‘It' girl in ‘27, Charles Farrell
and Janet Gaynor were America’s
sweethearts in ‘Seventh Heaven,’
and Cecil B. DeMille produced
‘King of Kings."

Meanwhile, back in Hanover, The
Nugget, in May 1929, promised its
patrons that “by the next fall, talking”
features would be offered including “any
of the existent types mcluding sound
pictures, sound and effects, talking
sequencer, and 100 percent talking
pictures.” True to its word, the
management installed an RCA “Photo-
phunu soundsystmmScptcmbcrl%B,
just in time to greet the incoming
Dartmouth Class of 1933, And so, the
recently expanded and refurbished
Nugget stood ready to enter the decade
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of the thirties equipped with the best
motion picture technology of the times.

(See January's issue of The
Nugget News~Herald for a
detailed history of the 1930s and
the 1940s.)

TEST YOUR GONE WITH
THE WIND [, Q.

Answers on page 12.

1. The first black Oscar winner was
awarded Best Supporting Actress for
her role as Mammy in GWTW, What
was this actress’s name?

2. GWTW held the record for
highest box office earnings from 1940
until it was overtaken by which 1965
film? (GWTW then regained the title
in1971-1972 na the result of areissue.)

5. GWTW held the record for the

most expensive production made in its
time. What was the price tag?

4. The only cinema in the world that
has never had a change of program
shows GWTW twice n day every day of
the year. Where is it located?

5. Which actreas was not tested for
the role of Searlett O'Hara?

a. Talullah Bankhead

b. Joan Fontaine

¢. Lana Turner

d. Paulette Goddard

6. What Academy Award-winning
film based on Margaret Mitchell'sstory
of the Old South willbe featured at The
Nugget Sunday, November 10,1991, at
2:00 p.am.?

(Turn to page 12 for anawers.)

College andFraternity papers.
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THE DARTIMPUTH

DARTMOUTH TO HAVE
MOTION-PICTURE
THEATRE

PETITION TO SHOW
SENTIMENT REGARD-
ING PLAYHOUSE NOW
BEING CIRCULATED
IN HANOVER

STUDENTS TO MANAGE
ENTERPRISE

SPECIAL SCENIC PRO-
DUCTIONS TO BE FEA-
TURED WEEKLY

Te give Dartmouth students the
opportunity of having a new form of
entertamment, e;Puciaﬂythrnughthe]ong
winter months, a moving picture house
will b erected here prabably in the near
future. This theatre will be run under a
management to be known as the Hanover
Amusement Company, and a unique
program of motion pictures, changing
everyother day, will be offered. A petition
is now hcing cireulated to show the
concensus of the College opinien upon
the subject.

This play-house is ta be erected by F.
A, Musgrove, resident of Hanover and
state auditor, on his property just off
Mam Street. It is pruminm:l that this
building will be modern in every respect.
Tt will be furnished with ou:mplnte up-to-
date equipment, and every detail will be
carried out to add to the comfort and
convenience of its patrons.

Reels from the Vitagraph, Biograph,
Lubin, Kalem, Essanay, and Pathe-Freres
companies will make up the program.
John Bunny of Vitagraph fame and
Lillian Walker and Mary Fuller of the
Biograph Company will be featured. One
instructive novelty will be the offering,
on Wednesday and Thursday of each
week of the Pathe Weekly pictures of
current events. Other educational and
special scenic productions will be
presented each week thus giving
Dartmouth aclass of show to be l!qunl led
only in the modern moving picture
theatres of our large cities.

Special afternoon performances at
matinee prices with leatures especially
planned for the entertainment of ladies
and children will be offered. The theatre

will be run under student management.
M. R. Macdonald ‘16 will act as resident
manager of the Amusement Company.
Since several attempts to give
Dartmouth a performance of this nature
have been unsuccessfully made n the
past, a petition is being circulated by the
Hanover Amusement Company. This
petition has been very generally signed
by members of the faculty, residents, and
students for the purpose of showing the
Hanover authorities the concensus of
opmion concerning the desirability of
having such a place of entertainment
Dpu'necl hure.
(The Darimouth, February 1914)

LICENSE FOR MOVING
PICTURE THEATRE
GOES TOF. W,
DAVISON

Commissioners Require Minimum
of Three Shows a Week — Buﬂding
to Be Erected at Once

Following the recent announcement
that F. W. Davison would erect a brick
building on the site of the restaurant at
present oceupied by C. B. Scott to be
used as a movie theatre, comes the
announcement of the granting of amoving
picture license by the precinet com-
missioners to F. W. and F. F. Davison.
Thismay be taken as a final settlement of
the agitation for moving pictures in
Hanover. The commissioners [elt
warranted in granting one license,
believing that the several canvasses of
the community taken in the past indicated
that there was sulficient public demand
for the pictures. Mr. Davison's appli-
cation [or the licenee was the first received
by the commissioners when such
applications were called for.

Under the terms of the license Mr.
Davison agrees to put on a minimurmn of
three performances a week and declares
that except at such times as the college is
closed he expects to give six night and
three afternoon performances a week.

The building, which is to be con-
structed at once, will be a semi.fire proof
structure with brick and concrete walls,
[and] will have a seating capacity of 50
and at least four exits. No arrangements
have been made as yet by Mr. Davison in
regard to obtaining films, but he affirms
that only the best films will be put on the
screen. In accordance with a clause inthe

license it i probable that a local board of
censorship will be established to pass on
all productions. Although his plans are
uncertain as yet, Mr. Davigon spoke of
the possibility of the employment of
students as ushers and of an orchestra of
men [rom the college.

A great deal of interest was aroused
over the presenting of an application for
alicense by a body of citizens including a
large number of the college faculty. Tt
wastheir purpose to organize the business
under a corporation of citizens and to
turn in practically all aceruing profits to
the precinct to be used for the im-
provements of Hanover. However, the
commissioners decided that Mr.
Davison's application offered the more
prompt solution of the moving picture

problem and so decided in his favor.

(The Dartmouth, April 1916)

SYNCHROPHONE TO
PROVIDE MUSIC FOR
NUGGET SHOWS

A new device known as the
“Synchrophone” has been installed in the
Nugget to take the place of the pianist
who formerly furnished the accom-
paniment. The machine is similar to a
victrola, exceptthat it hastwo diseswhich
arerevolved simultaneously by an electric
motor. An attendant is necessary to Lifi
the needle from one of the dises and
lower the other one. In this way
continuous music is obtained.

The amplifying device is similar to a
radio amplifier. The attendant controls
thevolume of the soundwhichis conveyed
to the audience through a loud-speaker
facing the auditorium.

(The Dartmouth, December 1928)

CORSETS FITTED AN “MOVING. PJ(;IURES

" SPECIAL MATINEE AT THE PARK THEATRE= _
TUESDAY, OCT. 24, at 2.30 p. m.

e A treat is in store for the

Iadies ol' Lebanon and vicinity.

Through :apccial arrangement with the H. W, Gessard Co., we,
“will show ai‘intensely interesting film story entitled "“The Sotial
Key"—produced by the E qqanay Fllm Company of Chicago, p1c~

turing

GOSSARD CORSfIS

‘ON I.IVING MODELS

£ N N g
See how nine women with ordinary figures obtain charm-

calling at our Corset” Department.
great and even-though we have

ta avoid ¢lnammmmcnt

ing, graceful lines with correctly fitted Gossard Corsers.
- ow—Mrs—aAten and-her—three—ddughters—w T
and then how their trivmphant entrance into society was made
L -possible through the kind-offiecs—of-Mes—Stuyvesant—

Mothers are urged to bring their daughters, as this picture
is equally :]thhlful to young glrls

Sec
e

—issueds by-us-and-vou can-

obtain as many as you like for vourself and Your friends by

The demand for seats will be
engaged the Park Theatre for

the entire afternoon, you are ul'g(f(] to stcure your seals earl\
Call and get vour tickets toilay,

HARRISON BROS. & CO.-:

LEBANON, N. H.
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HANOVER GAZETTE

MOVING PICTURES THE
TOPIC

Rival Aspirants for License are
Shown By Speeches at Hearing

A hearing held by the Precinct
Commissionersatthe highschool building
Monday night on the petition of F. W.
Davisen to erect a brick building for a
moving picture house and another for a
restaurant brought out a good sized
attendance. As a result of the meeting,
the Commissioners afterward voted to
grant the permit to erect, no remarks on
the subject having been offered.

The matter of issuing a license to
operate moving pictures which alto came
up at the meeting was the chiefl center of
interest and provoked considerable
discussion, it developing that besides the
plan of Mr. Davison to secure such a
license there was also a scheme of a
cooperative nature in which several were
copcerned to secure a license. After
adjsurnment, the Commissioners framed
the following letter to be sent to the
interested parties:

April 3, 1916

To F. W. Davison and the men

callingthemselves"The Petitioners”

and signing L. B. Downing, F. A

Updyke, H. S. Person and others,

"After a public hearing and care-
ful considerationthe Precinet Com-
missioners voted to ask the two
above petitioners to present in
writing to the Precinet Commis-
sioners withinten days as defmite a
statement as possible as to their
intentions and propositions in
regard to the operation of a theater
in Hanover, The petitioners are re-
quested to cover the following ques-
tions with the addition of any perti-
nent facts that may oceur to them.

"1st. Whatisthe proposed loca-
tion, size, and details of construction
of the theater? Please give seating
capacity and degree to which the
building would be fireproof.

“2nd. What kind of shows are to
be run? Please state whether all
would be moving pictures or
whether there would be a combina-
tion with desirable productions of
other sorts.

“Frd. What guarantee, financial
and otherwise, will the petitioners
give the precinct as to the proper
conduct of shows, preservation of
order, and indemnity for any loss

caused the precinct through dam-

ages caused by or incidental to the

pruc[unﬁun of shows inthe theater?
4th. Will the petitioners guar-
antee to present aminimurm of three

shows a week, and how large a

maximum number per week do the

petitioners desire permission to
give?

6th. Will the petitioners guar-
antee to pay the Precinet Treasurer
the sum of two hundred and fifty
dollars ($250.00) as alicense fee for
the first year?

Signed

Commissioners of the Village

Precinet of Hanover, N, H.

Monday night's meeting was called to
order by Chairman Storrs and Secretary
Fairfield read the petition which was the
cauge of the meeting being held.

After the matter of granting a permit
for Mr. Davison'stwobuildings had been
disposed of, the question of a license was
takenup. Prof. Updyke, the firstspeaker,
discussed the situation at some length.
He had formerly been opposed to having
any moving pictures here declaring that
in nine out of ten towns where such
pictureswere located theyarea detriment
tothe town. He would now favor motion
pictures if they were the right sort. The
idea of corporate control had suggested
itsell to several in town. Twenty
responsible men stood ready to support
such an enterprise for the purpose of
“rm.ring filrns of the better sort than are
afforded in the general run of places.
Their scheme contemplated giving back
to the precinet all above 6 per cent [sic]
onthe investment. This revenuemight be
used for civic improvement or it might be
the nucleus of a fund toward a new pre-
cinct bui]ding. He dosed by calling on
Prof. McConaughytotell about the exper-
ience of Brunswick, Maine, the seat of
Bowdoin college where an affair of this
kind had been established.

Praf. Mr_Cnmughywhn thentook the
Mloor stated that formerly an inferior
building giving poor shows had existed
in Brunswick, and its mamtenance had
beena constant source of friction between
the Bowdoin students and the theater
management, the former convinced that
t]'leywemnotgctt'mgLhe'\rmo‘ney'ﬂ worth,
indulging in considerable rough-housing.
Several men in town meluding members
of the college faculty, combined to put up
a concrete building with satisflactory
arrangements and offering shows ol better
quality. The students and everyone has
been pleased with the character of the
gshows and the investment has y‘ieldud
fair returns.

H. G. Pender, the next speaker, said

that the returns in a town of less than
3000 population would be small compared
tothose of a town with 10,000 population
like Brunswick. Amost important matter
to be considered was that of the
responsibilities of the party to whom the
license is issued. A corporation is formed
to evade responsibility. The question
demanding an answeris, will themembers
compoging such an erganization as it i
suggested assume individual responsi-
bility for the enterprise? Ifa single person
secures a license the responsibility is
deflinitely fixed.

Prof. Holden took the floor in
oppesition to moving pictures, claiming
the kind of pictures the town should have
would not prove financial successes.
Hanover hasa relatively small population
and the student body would not be on

hand to attend more than six months in
the year, Iakil‘lg inta account the vacation
and examination periods and the football
season, The students who go now to
Lebanon and the Junction to attend
movieswould malargemeasure continue
to do so for they go more for the sake of
going out of town than for the pictures.

Prof. Sheldon spoke of the advantage
ufhnvingm income tl'ial.mighl. be applitd
tqwa_rd a Preeine'l builcling.

Prof. Person discussed the feasibility
of the corporate movement and asserted
the question of responsibility advanced
by Mr, Pender wasmerelyone of financial
responsibility to pay the precinct license
FEE.

At this point adjournment was taken.

(Hanover Gazette, April 11, 1916)

F. W. DAVISON WILL RECEIVE LICENSE
FOR THE MOVIES

COMMISSIONERS FAVOR HIS APPLICATION OVER THAT
OF SEVERAL PETITIONERS

Comprehensive Plan Under Corporate Auspices Involved
Erection of a NewPrecinct Building and Turning Over
to Precinct All Receipts Above Nominal Profits and

Expense of Maintenance

The question of granting a moving
picture license in the precinct of Hanover
has been settled and the committee seems
assured of moving pictures m full swing
within a few months, the precinat
commissioners having awarded the
license decision in favor of F. W. and F.
F. Davison.

No question which has come before
the people of the precinct for a long time
has arcugedmore interest than this. There
are those who had hoped that no license
would be granted to anybody. Those who
did wish to see moving pictures a reality
were divided in opinion as to who ought
by right to the license, and there were a
number of applicants for the privilege.

The Commissioners, by a process of
elimination, narrowed the contest down
totwo applicants, one F. W, Davison, the
other the petitioners who planned a
corporation of citizens with the idea of
devating the profits of the enterprise to
vi.llage impruvcmenl.s.

[There follows a several page
verbatim presentation of all of the

documentation supplied by the
petitioners. Al the conclusion of
the presentation, the following
proposal was set forth.]

“If the Precinct Commissioners
will grant to them the license to
ccmcluctnmuvingp'lﬂturetheawr]h
Hanover, then and in that event
your petitioners offer to the Precinct
of Hanover a yearly rental and
license fee of $1500.00 for the use of
an assembly hall onthe ground floor
of a Precinet building, said room to
be heated and to have a seating
capacity of at least five hundred.
Your petitioners further stipulate
thatthey will guarantee the payment
in advance of rent and license fees
for a five-year period, that is, the
sum of seven thousand [ive hundred
dollars.

“Inaddition to the above amount
for rental and license fees the
petitioners agree to pay into the
treasury of the Precinct each year
all profits in excess of six per cent
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on ecapital remaining invested after
providing for (a) operating ex-
penses, (b) depreciation, (c) such
retirement of capital stock as shall
havebeenapproved by the Precinct
Commissioners. Your petitioners
napucia“_y requcst you to note their
desire that all records and books of
account shall be kept in a form
apprnvr:d lJ_y the Precinet Commis-
sioners and that such records be
open at all times to the inspection of
the Commissionersand theiragents.

“This proposal, in the opinion of
your petitioners, would materially
assist in meeting the financial
obligationwhich the Precinct would
imcur m building a Precinet hall.
Such an opportunity for the
community to derive large financial
returns from a quasi-public utility
is unique and not likely to occur
again. Believing that the citizens of
the Precinct would be dneply
interested in such a project, your
petitioners would respectlully sug-
gest that an opportunity be given
for the formulation and expression
of public opinion upon the subject.
To this end, your petitioners would
respectfully suggestthe desirability
of referring the question for
consideration and report to the

wral committee of ten ereated at
the recent Precimet meeting. Other
organizations in the community
such as the Young Men's Club, the
Forinightly Club, and the Morris
Guild might well prove helpful in
the discussion of the proposal. With
such an intelligent discussion of all
the questions mvolved, the com-
munity would be prepared at the
next Precinet meeting to arriveata
sane and public-minded view as to
the best interests of the Precinet.”

conerete floor with hard wood laid

on it. Building to be constructed at

once. At least four exits. Seating
capacity five hundred.

"2. Kindofwhows. Moving pictures
first in mind. Theater will be open
for any use which seems best and is
approved by the Commissioners.

"3. Guarantezs. Should expect to
furnish such fmancial and other
guarantees as would be demanded
by the Commissioners. Would ex-
pect such things as board of cen-
sors, and other details of guarantee
would have to be discussed and
agreed upon before actual issue of
license.

4. Number of performances. Should
expecttopresentnotlessthanthree
shows a week except at certain
vacation periods when there might
not be a demand for even that num-
ber. Would wish to give as maxi-
mum gix evening and three
afternoon performances.

"G.Ammfeffm. Will guaranteea
fee of $250.00 a year for first year of
operation,”

The written statement of the Com-
missioners in deciding in favor of Mr.
Davison's application is as follows:

“At a meeting of the Precinct
Commissioners held at their office
at 7:30 p.m. April 6th, the fo}lowh\g
resolutions were adnptlzc{:

“It seems to the Precinct Com-
missioners that there is suflicient
public demand for a motion picture

$795

Modal 854 .0 b Toleda

theater in Hanover, as shown b‘y'
two different canvasses of the com-
munity, to warrant the Commis-
sioners in granting one license for
the operation of a motion picture
theater.

“After carefully considering the
number of applicants for the privi-
lege of operating a motion picture
theater, the Commissioneradecided
that ... two [applicants] seemed to
best satisfy the requirements, The
Commissioners believe both appli-
cations to be fully responsible and
to have equally the best mterests of
the community at heart,

“The regulations under which a
theater will be operated will be the
same in case the license is issued to
either party, and full autherity to
regulate or prohibitany orall shows
remaing with the Commissioners.

"Ome appl ication offers a division
of pruﬁt with the Precinct. This
profit the Commissionersregard as
adoubtful amount, and asthelicense
will be issued [or only a short term
the Precinct Commissioners will
have at the end of this period the
opportunity tomodify the license in
any way that seemns best,

“The plan of the same applicant
in g0 far as it concerns anew Precinct
building involvesa delay of approx-
imately two years and the amount
offered as rent for the ground lloor
on Main Street appears to promise
no greater return than can be

secured from other tenants at any

time,

“The plan of the other applicant
promises a definite and prompt
satisfaction of the demand of the
community for a motion picture
theater,

“The Commissioners therefore
voted:

“To grant a license to F. W. and
F. F. Davison for the operation ofa
motion picture theater under the
genera.l req_u'chml!nts which have
been heretofore proposed for the
regulation of a motion picture
theater if license should be granted.

“These regulations shall bemade
definite before the actual issue of a
license.

“Signed,

“ADNA D. STORRS

“ARTHUR P. FAIRFIELD

“JEROME CHESLEY

“Precinet Commissioners of

Hanover, New Hampshire”

The "petitioners” asked the Gazzttz to
state that other citizens who were back of
the enterprise in which they were
interested and who signed the original
application were:

Chas D. Adams
Craven Laycock
F. H. Dixon
L. H. Dow
C. H. Dudley
T. W. D. Worthen
J. M. Poor
(Hanover Gazette, April 13, 1916)
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[The petition went on at great i
length to answer all questions '
submitted by the Commissioners.
It was signed by the following:]

"Hulﬂw S. Perﬂﬂ‘n

“F. A. Musgrove B
“Geo. D. Lord ghatomas et
“Edgar H. Hunter

“Frank A. Updyke

“Henry W. Shelton

“Angelo Tanzi

“Lucien B. Downing

“J. L. McConaughy

Mr. Davison made no reply to the
written request of the Commissioners
but the Commissioners themselves have
kindly furnished the Gazette a statement
as to the reply made to them by Mr.
Davison in person, as follows:

“Replyof F.W.and F.F. Davison |
to questions of Commissioners:
“1. Location. The rear of my lot on

Main St, Construction to be what s

called sometimes semi-fireproof.

Concrete and brick walle and

‘You Ought to Own This Car

Ita possession will enrich your life and the
lives of every member of your family.
The freedom and wider ranpe of activit - .
made possible by such agcar are &xu{ Trinich thres;
many times it price. — . Model 85-6, 35-40 horsepower 5ix cylmd:r
‘Theprice iz by far che lowest at whleh 20 big— ity 116 Lﬂch-lﬂ-\cdha!n 5925,
gnd fine and comfortable a car ever sold.

Big—the whulbnse i3 112 inches.

Fine—it's a beautifully finished, luxurious car.
Comfortable—it has cantilever springs and

Comc in today —we can’t get them as fast as
wesell them —so order yours right away.

H. A BROWN & SON, Agents, HANOV[:R, N. H.

The Willys-Overland Company, Tolado, Ohle
YMadsin U, 8, A
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75 YEARS
OF “BEST PICTURES”

Celebrating the Nugget's Diamond
Anniversary, here Is a series of 7
Academy Award winners, one from
each of the theatre’s decades.

ONE GREAT FILM EACH WEEK!
SUNDAYS ONLY AT 2:00 P.M.
Admission %4 * Seniors/Children 33

SPECIAL 7 FILM SERIES PASS *10

SCHEDULE OF FILMS

=EWINGS ‘_

Liva Plano by Bob Marrill

Now availabla at the Nugget Theatre Box Office

8=
THE WIND

é H[TCHEUEK §
EVECCA~

THANKS!

The Hanover Improvement
Society and The Nuggel are
indebted to the following, without
whom the Seventy-fifth Anniver-
sary Program and exhibii could
not have been accomplished:

Bill Pence for arranging the
Sunday matinee film series of
Academy Award Winners and
creating its promiotional materials.

Orlon H. Hicks, Dartmouth *21,
and Charles M. Dudley, Dari-
mouth ‘29, for their historic
perspectives ort The Nugget.

John M. Scotford, Dartmouth
’38, Tom Byrne, ‘Dartmouth '55,
and Kimberly Pierce, Dartmouth
‘91, for their efforts—above and
beyond the “call of duty*—in
researching, writing, designing,
and producing the Program and
the Anniversary Exhibit.

Terri Mac-Ball and the "Nug-
geteers” for their support and
enthusiasm.

Lou Bressett and Phoebe
Stebbins for providing historic
information about The Nuggel,
Storrs Pond, and the Hanover
Improvement Society.

Nan King and the Hanover
Garden Club for floral decorations
in the Anniversary Exhibit area.

Clint Bean and the entire
Chamber of Commerce for their
interest and support.

Charles and Jeff Urstadt and
Gordon Thomas for their coop-
eralion in making the Nugget
Arcade available for the Exhibit

and the Seventy-fifth Anniversary
Reception.

Theresa Leonard of the Hanover
Improvement Society office for
“minding the store” and carrying
an extra load of work throughout
the planning effort.

Ken Cramer and the staff of the
Dartmouth College Archives, who
have been of inestimable help in
locating the historic materials
included in the Anniversary
Program and the Exhibit.

Dave Cioffi, Connie Campion
Eckles, Katie Manchester, and the
Dartmouth Bookstore for assis-
tance in handling the logistical
problems involved with promoting
and planning the Anniversary
Program and the Reception.

Rebecca Bailey for the Valley
News article on The Nugget.

Nancy Hossfeld for her advice
and counsel, and for her prodigious
efforts to edit and lay out the
Sevenly-fifth Anniversary Pro-
gramand meetall of our deadlines.

Steve Whitman and Whiltinan
Press for advice and generous sup-
port, and for meeling the extraor-
dinary printing and production
requirements of the Anniversary
Program and the Exhibil.

And especially, all of those in
the Hanover Improvement Sociely
and The Nugget management who
have worked tirelessly over the
years to enrich the community by
making The Nugget a vital and
successful institution.

Woody Allen's

ANNIE

643-2769 = Main Street Hanover
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